Preaching and teaching the truth to His expanding kingdom, reaching out to all!

Lutheran Church and School of Messiah
840 North 11th Street Grand Junction, CO 81501
Office (970) 245-2838; Fax: (970) 245-8145; www.messiahlutherangj.org

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
(January 31st, 2021)
"The Lord's Supper: If you are visiting with us here or have not been instructed in the
unique Lutheran teaching regarding the Lord's Supper, we kindly ask you to speak to
the Pastor before communing. Thank you."

† DIVINE SERVICE SETTING ONE †
Greeting and announcements
Opening Hymn

“Listen, God is Calling”
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ref Listen, listen, God is calling
Through the Word inviting,
Offering forgiveness,
Comfort, and joy.
1

Jesus gave His mandate:
Share the good news
That He came to save us
And set us free. Refrain

2

Let none be forgotten
Throughout the world.
In the triune name of God
Go and baptize. Refrain

3

Help us to be faithful,
Standing steadfast,
Walking in Your precepts,
Led by Your Word. Refrain

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P
C

P

C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

† SERVICE OF THE WORD †
Psalm

Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 3
Praise the LORD!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2
Great are the works of the LORD,
studied by all who delight in them.
3
Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
4
He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;
the LORD is gracious and merciful.
5
He provides food for those who fear him;
he remembers his covenant forever.
6
He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the inheritance of the nations.
7
The works of his hands are faithful and just;
all his precepts are trustworthy;
8
they are established forever and ever,
to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
9
He sent redemption to his people;
he has commanded his covenant forever.
Holy and awesome is his name!
10
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
1

all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen
3
Full of splendor and majesty is his work,
and his righteousness endures forever.
Kyrie
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

P 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This Is the Feast
P 155
C This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are
His.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.
Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P 156
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, [You] spoke to our fathers by
the prophets, but in these last days [You have] spoken to us by [Your] Son,
whom [You] appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created
the world. Open our hearts, our ears, and our minds, to Your voice and lead
us by Your Spirit to listen - discerning that it is indeed Your voice speaking
and leading us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Old Testament Reading
Deuteronomy 18:15–20
15
“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you,
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not
hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I
die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I
will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will
put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.
19
And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I
myself will require it of him. 20But the prophet who presumes to speak a word
in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the
name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Epistle

1 Corinthians 8:1–13
Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone imagines
that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know. 3But if
anyone loves God, he is known by God.
4
Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol
has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For although there
may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods”
and many “lords”— 6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.
7
However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former
association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We are
1

no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that
this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
10
For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he
not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11And
so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom
Christ died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food makes
my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Alleluia and Verse
C Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
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Mark 1:21–28

21

They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus]
entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were astonished at his
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.
23
And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit.
And he cried out, 24“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean
spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And
they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying,
“What is this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread everywhere
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Children’s Message
Sermon Hymn
“Son of God, Eternal Savior”
1 Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race,
You our Head, who, throned in glory,
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For Your own will ever plead:
Fill us with Your love and pity,
Heal our wrongs, and help our need.
2

As You, Lord, have lived for others,
So may we for others live.
Freely have Your gifts been granted;
Freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver,
Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of Your bounty
Held in solemn trust will be.

3

Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion,
Bid its cruel discords cease.
By Your patient years of toiling,
By Your silent hours of pain,
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
Stem our selfish greed of gain.

4

Son of God, eternal Savior,
Source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
Hallows all our human race:
By Your praying, by Your willing
That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition:
Here on earth Your will be done.

Sermon

“Follow the Leader”

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

Deuteronomy 18:15–20

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life † everlasting. Amen.
Offering
Prayer of the Church
Offertory
LSB 159
C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the
Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

† SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT †
Preface
P
C
P
C
P
C
P

Sanctus
C

P 160
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the
foundation of the world You have made known to the nations in Your Son.
In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You have
manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
P 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
P 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to
bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood
on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord,
to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei
P 163
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution
Distribution Hymn “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus,
Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us
And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading,
Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love,
Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide;
I shall follow where You guide.
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus
And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness;
Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter,
We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy
Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share Your woe;
Help me there Your joy to know.
3 Let us gladly die with Jesus.
Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction,
Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion
That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in
Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You I die,
There to live with You on high.
4 Let us also live with Jesus.
He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken.
Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members;
Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly,
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Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be,
Life eternal grant to me.
Distribution Hymn “Your Table I Approach”
1 Your table I approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.
2

Lord, I confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.

3

Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.

4

Search not how this takes place,
This wondrous mystery;
God can accomplish vastly more
Than what we think could be.

5

O grant, most blessèd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6

Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.
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Communion Blessing
Thank the Lord
P 164
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would

C

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn
“God Has Spoken by His Prophets”
1 God has spoken by His prophets,
Spoken His unchanging Word;
Each from age to age proclaiming
God, the one, the righteous Lord.
In the world’s despair and turmoil,
One firm anchor holds us fast:
God is king, His throne eternal;
God the first, and God the last.
2

God has spoken by Christ Jesus,
Christ, the everlasting Son,
Brightness of the Father’s glory,
With the Father ever one;
Spoken by the Word Incarnate,
God of God, before time was;
Light of Light, to earth descending,
He reveals our God to us.

3

God is speaking by His Spirit,
Speaking to our hearts again,
In the ageless Word declaring
His own message, now as then.
Through the rise and fall of nations
One sure faith yet standing fast;
God abides, His Word unchanging;
God the first, and God the last.

P 166
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The 4th Sunday After Epiphany
January 31, 2021
Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Follow the Leader
The setting for today’s reading is that the Hebrew people are on the very verge of entering the Promised
Land. This sounds very, well, promising. But what would await them there?
➢

There were lots of voices out there that had led God’s people astray. Those voices are tools of
Satan that still lead God’s people astray today. How can you tell which ones to listen to?

BEWARE OF FALSE PROPHETS. ORIGEN: We can be prepared to find some prophet even of
impiety—and perhaps not just one but several—who will tell us of a word of the Lord, which the Lord has
not at all commanded, or a “word of wisdom” which has nothing whatever to do with wisdom. His purpose
is to slay us by the word of his mouth. EXHORTATION TO MARTYRDOM 8
➢

What are some of the “voices” of this culture that are calling to you, but they are calling you away
from Christ?

As God’s modern people, we are still on the journey to The Promised Land. Satan is still active today
working to derail your walk with God. God solved that problem by becoming His own voice for His
people. God sent His Son, Jesus, to be the voice in the wilderness to lead and guide His people.

The Worship Service Sunday Morning
January 31, 2021
Preacher
Liturgist
Elders

Rev. Michael Redeker
Rev. Joshua Schmidt
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Organist
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Acolyte
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Ushers
Jack Messenger, Paul Yutzy
John Bruner
Videographer Jeremy Skoog
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8:00am
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These next few months are going to be tough for everyone.
But, we will get through it together by the grace of God.
If you or someone you know is in Spiritual,
Physical, or any other need:
We are here for you.
Pastor Redeker: (314) 608-5538
Pastor Schmidt: (314) 261-3180
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Announcements
January 31st, 2021
URGENT-we still need lots of help with
support ministry are not highly
Communion Clean up.
motivated by tax issues. They are
We are also in need of a CO-Chairman
motivated by God’s grace. Yet those
for the Alter guild.
who support the Lord’s work want
Please consider these as a GREAT way
to be wise about the management
to serve your church and Lord.
of God’s gifts and this means paying
If you need training or information
attention to the impact of taxation
please contact Laura Ryden (970) 260of the use of those gifts. Your
6766 cell
Messiah Gift Planning Counselor can
GREETER- GETTING BACK TO
help you begin that consideration.
NORMAL! AT LEAST TRYING TO.
Contact Jason Jones at
Want to get to know your Messiah
Jason.Jones@lfnd.org or call him
family, sign up to be a greeter. The
directly at (970) 988-0305
"NEW" sign-up sheet is now on the
bulletin board in the Narthex.
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTSFACEMASKS REQUIRED, FISTBUMPS
Mark 1:22 – “And they were astonished
RECOMMENDED, SOCIAL DISTANCING
at his teaching, for he taught them as
ENCOURAGED, GLAD TO SEE YOUR
one who had authority, and not as the
EYES!
scribes.” Authority is a word we are
sometimes afraid of and don’t like to
DADDY/DAUGHTER DANCE- February
th
hear. But that’s just our sinful flesh
12 , 6:00-7:30pm Messiah’s Gym.
talking. Jesus’ authority is something
Fathers and Daughters from the school
we need. We need him to show us what
and congregation are invited to the
to believe and how to live, for Jesus’
Daddy/Daughter Winter Dance. This is
authority is always connected to his
your chance to show your little girl how
love.
special she is to you. Daughters thrive
on knowing they can depend on their
FREE PIANO- Includes bench and piano
fathers to always be there for them.
lamp. Dimensions are 4’ 10” Long, 3’
How a father treats his daughter will
high, and 2’ 2” wide. Call Dave Gruner
shape how she views herself and how
at 970-254-1727 or e-mail at
she expects to be treated by other men
davebgruner@gmail.com.
for the rest of her life. Treat her to an
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS- Thrivent
evening of music, dancing, food, and
members do not forget to direct your
fun; memories she will have for a
Choice Dollars® to the church general
lifetime. Please contact the office to
fund or to the school scholarship fund.
let them know how many are coming.
You have two easy options to direct
MASK REQUIRED!
your Choice Dollars: Online at
GIFT PLANNING- Surveys indicate
www.thrivent.com or by calling 800that most people who give to
847-4836

MESSIAH’S RADIO MINISTRY–Sunday
mornings at 8:30am –9:00am on
1100AM/KNZZ radio station. If you
would like to be a sponsor for this
ministry contact the church office, 970245-2838. This is followed by Lutheran
Hour at 9:00am.

January Income:
Week of Jan. 22nd-28th
Weekly need
Month to date
Monthly need

$23,895.10
$19,258.00
$80,553.26
$83,451.37

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8:00am
9:30am
10:30am
9:15am
3:15pm
9:00am
5:30pm
7:00pm
8:00am
8:30am
11:00am
6:00pm
6:30am
6:00pm
6:30pm
------------------------8:00am
9:30am
10:30am

Calendar for the Week
Divine Service/Communion/Facebook Live
Adult Bible Study/Sunday School/Facebook Live/BRP
Divine Service/Communion
Office Staff Meeting
School Faculty Meeting
Quilt Ladies/Fellowship Hall
Taco Tuesday 5th-12th grade
Board of Elders
Weekly Bulletin Announcement deadline
Chapel
Wednesday Bible Class/Isaiah/Zoom
Wednesday night service
Men’s Morning Bible Study/Library
Board of Stewardship Meeting
Online Bible Study
Pastor Redeker’s Day Off
Pastor Schmidt’s Day Off
Divine Service/Communion/Facebook Live
Adult Bible Study/Sunday School/Facebook Live/BRP
Divine Service/Communion/Kids Talk

Please remember to let the office know of any changes of individuals that you have
placed on the Prayer List.

